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GOAGH'S CORNER

WE CAME SO GLOSE IN ROUND 3 AGAINST THE MAGPIES.

Unfortunately, close doesn’t count. Close does not
win games and nor does it give you points on the

ladder.

We were disappointed in the final result because we
played really good netball for the majority of the
game. Our full court defensive pressure led to some
great turnover ball which we were able to convert, it
was only in that final quarter where our errors and
poor passes allowed Magpies back into the game.

As a group they had worked hard in the lead up to
that game on their second phase and providing more
options and | thought that translated to us playing
with great control for most of the contest.

What impressed me most though was the fact the
players themselves took ownership for the previous
performance, and the reality that it certainly did not
meet the standards we expect in this competition.
The increase in intensity and work rate was plain to
see against the Magpies and that is something that
must be brought to every game without excuses.

It’s no secret defence wins games and while we may
not have got the result in Round 3, it was fantastic
to see a return to form for Kim and Tara. They both

got rid of some shackles that have been holding them

back so to see them play with that freedom and
reaffirm the belief in their combination was really

pleasing.

Today we face another challenging assignment in the

GIANTS. Their confidence will be high fresh from
their first win of the season and they’ve always been
a team that’s enjoyed momentum so it will be
important for us to put the brakes on them from
the first centre pass.

What we do know is that it will be a physical

contest. They are a tough, no nonsense { F

team who thrive on contact, so it will be
incumbent on every player in a purple

dress to stand firm and not take a
backward step.

We may not yet have broken through for our first
win of the season but I'm sure you'll agree there was
plenty to like about our last performance. The key for
our group now is to use that as a baseline and ensure
that for every game ahead, continuous improvement
is the only acceptable outcome. If we commit to that
standard, trust each other and our plans, the results
will come.
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ROMELDA AIKEN TAHALIA CASSIDY LARA DUNKLEY RUDI ELLIS MAGY GARDNER KIERA AUSTIN CAITLIN BASSETT

APRIL BRANDLEY JOHARTEN IADDIE HAY
Position: GS Position: C, WA Position: WA, C, WD Position: GK, GD Position: C, WA, Position: GA, GS, WA Position: GS Position: GK, GD, WD Position: GA, GS Position: WA, C, WD
Height: 196cm Height: 173cm Height: 180cm Height: 180cm Height: 173cm Height: 186cm Height: 193cm Height: 185cm Height: 188cm Height: 175cm
DOB: 19/11/88 DOB: 09/10/95 DOB: 31/05/95 DOB: 31/05/95 DOB: 07/06/00 DOB: 26/08/97 DOB: 23/05/88 DOB: 19/04/90 DOB: 21/03/89 DOB: 11/04/95
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TARA HINCHLIFFE KINA JENNER JENTNIA WAl i GABI SIMPSON (C) INE-MARI VENTER IAATISSE LETHERBARROW  KRISTIANA IANU'A IIATILDA NcDONELL GLAIRE 0'BRIEN AMY PARMENTER
Position: GD, GK Position: GD, GK Position: C, WD, WA Position: WD Position: GS, GA Position: GS, GA Position: GD, GK, WD Position: GD, GK Position: C, WA Position: WD, C
Height: 185cm Height: 184cm Height: 176cm Height: 176cm Height: 192cm Height: 188cm Height: 183cm Height: 184cm Height: 173cm Height: 176cm
DOB: 25/05/98 DOB: 27/02/98 DOB: 04/03/96 DOB: 17/10/92 DOB: 21/04/95 DOB: 07/01/02 DOB: 03/09/95 DOB: 22/06/00 DOB: 11/03/97 DOB: 01/08/97
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TIPPAH DWAN INIA STOWER ROSELEE JENCKE KATIE WALKER NANNETTE RIGONI SAM POOLMAN JRIVIIE-LEE PRICE JULIE FITZGERALD JENNY 0'KEEFFE DENNY PEACOCK
Position: GA, GS Position: GA, GS Head Coach Assistant Coach Team Manager Position: GK, GD Position: C, WD Head Coach Assistant Coach Team Manager
Height: 178cm Height: 182cm Height: 190cm Height: 180cm
DOB: 30/10/99 DOB: 11/04/00

DOB: 04/03/91 DOB: 10/01/96
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MAHALIA cASSIDY |

D.O.B 09/10/1995
Height 173cm

D.O.B - 10/01/1996

Height ;3
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2020 SEASON STATS 2020 SEASO

Games Played: 3 Games Played: 3
Assists: Assists: 40
Intercepts: j [ ; Intercepts: 3
Deflections: ' . Grto. - HISSAN ' Deflections: 14
X ) g
General Play Turnovers: =3 ‘ a V‘ el ‘ i / a General Play Turnovers: 14
‘ ‘ e - Nissan Net Points: 195.5

Nissan Net Points: = — ) 25
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NISSAN ARENA

Please stay in your
allocated seat.

are
between you and
other groups.
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Official Automotive Partner
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In netball it takes skill, technique and intelligence to level up. A series of endless,

precise adjustments that fuel a constant evolution in search of perfection.
At Nissan, we understand what it takes to change the game, that's w
we're proud of our partnership with netball.

OUT MORE AT SUPERNETBALL.COM.AU/NET-POI

DESPITE THE UNCERTAINTY OF 2020 SO FAR, OUR
QUEENSLAND FIREBIRDS SPIRIT NEVER FALTERS. WITH THE
SEASON JUST AROUND THE CORNER, WE ARE ON THE RISE.
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RUDI ELLIS WAS ONE OF THE FRESH FAGES TO JOIN YOUR BIRDIES AHEAD OF THE 2020 SUNCORP SUPER NETBALL SEASON. THE DEFENDER SHARES HER THOUGHTS ON MOVING TO BRISBANE

My name is Rudi Ellis, and I'm a defender for the
Queensland Firebirds. 2020 thus far has been a ride

Il never forget and | wanted to share with you all my
experience of moving to Queens|and late last year, as well
as my experience with life on and off the court for 2020
so far.

It was only last year that | was a training partner with the
Melbourne Vixens and a player for the Victorian Fury
ANL team (where we won the granny whoop whoop), and
now I'm here in sunny Queensland living my dream of
playing professional netball for the Queensland Firebirds.
| packed my bags and left VIC, late November 2019 with
my fellow teammate and roomie, Lara Dunkley, where we
were both welcomed into the Firebirds with open arms
and infectious smiles.

I don’t know if it’s just a Queensland thing, but everyone
've met here so far seems to be so happy, friendly and
relaxed! However, Lars and | definitely noticed the heat
after the first block of preseason during the hot summer
months, where it took us a few conditioning sessions to
not be the two heavily panting at the back of the group
haha. Training was tough from the get-go, but something
| thoroughly enjoyed due to the variety and intensity that
the team and coaches provided.

With a mission to find a place to live, we then got to know
the beautiful Kim Jenner, in which the three of us decided
to move into an apartment together. It’s now seven
months down the track and oh man we've been through
alot as a trio! | was never sure what it would be like living
with teammates, and if it would be a netball overload or
not.

CIRGLING UP NORTH

_2/15 s

FROM VICTORIA AND HOW SHE HAS NAVIGATED AN UNPRECEDENTED AND INTERRUPTED YEAR!

But is has been quite the opposite, it’s been a household
of |aughter, farting and an excessive amount of poke bowls
and reality TV, and it has honestly made the transition
from leaving my family, friends and boyfriend back home,
awhole lot easier. Also having a seasoned veteran like Kim
in the house, to show us the ropes of the Firebirds way,
really helped Lars and | to slot straight into everything,
which is something we're both super grateful for.

With a super solid preseason under our belt, we were all
feeling ready to tackle the 2020 SSN season. But then
the Rona hit our shores....!

No one could have predicted something like COVID-19
to take place this year (besides the Simpsons), and it

is something that has affected everyone around the
country. For us, it meant we could no longer train as a
team until things started to get better. It also meant that
our 2020 SSN season had a big question mark onit. |
chose to play netball mainly because | love team sports,
and the girls I've played with along the way have been

a pretty special group of people. Which is why the ISO

period was super hard, our team was spilt up.

For me personally, | was back in Melbourne with my
family and boyfriend during this period. It was really

hard leaving them to begin with and having those few
solid months with them is something I'll always cherish.
Although | was still training most days, and as a team we
were still very much connected through Zoom, it was also
such an amazing time to practice cooking, a bitta ping
pong and knuckle down with my final few uni assignments
of my Journalism degree. Not to mention spend some

quality time with the people | love. Although it sucked

2020 QUEENSLAND FIREBIRDS OFFICIAL MATCH PROGRAM

having to hit pause on our season, I'm so grateful | got
that quality time back home.

Now the season is underway and we're all back together
training hard, doing the thing we love most. Although

it’s definitely going to be strange playing my first year of
SSN with rolling subs and a 2-point shot, I'm just really
grateful our season is still going ahead. It was one huge
pre-season...and we just can’t bloody wait to get out there
and represent our Purple Family!

Until next time x

Rudi
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with HART

HART

shop online
hartsport.com.au

All the equipment you need to train like the Pros

Riverton, Cadence,
Jimboomba Ripley

Looking for Iand There’s a great range of

land lots suitable for all

or a hew home? budgets & life stages at

our Riverton, Jimboomba

AVJennings has & cadence. Ripley

communities priced from
you covered. $160k*. You may also

be eligible for the $25k*

HomeBuilder Grant plus

the $15k* FHOG to put

towards your new home.

Call 131 878 or visit avjennings.com.au

*Terms & conditions apply. Interested partie

rkers promotion
be incurred pe

exemptions and grants. AVJennings Essential

duty, utility connections, statutor

in good faith and with due care h
independent advice or as oth
entities. ®Registered Trademark. ¢

s and conditions apply. Price
ding location of property. Ima
without notice at any ti
necessary prior to purchase. No liability for neg
AVdennings Properties Limited. ABN 50 004 601 503. Builders Licence QBCCH712

Anise,

Bridgeman Downs

If you're looking for a new
home then look no further -
Anise at Bridgeman Downs
offers 2 & 3 bedroom
townhomes from S459k*
plus for a limited time

only we’re offering up to
$12k rebate* for Essential
Workers. Contact us today

for more information.
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NISSAN ARENA

Hygiene is important!
Remember to

and use
hand sanitiser while
here at Nissan Arena!
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HULITA LARA RUDI TARA MACY ROMELDA GABI GRETEL MAHALIA JENTVIA At KIMBERLEY ~ MMIA INE-MARI  TIPPAH RUBY
VEVE DUNKLEY ELLIS HINCHLIFFE  GARDNER AIKEN SIMPSON BUETA CASSIDY 1] JENNER ~ STOWER  VENTER ~ DWAN  BAKEWELL-DORAN
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NISSAN ARENA

Please remember
to social distance
and

from others
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THE UNIVERSITY THE QUEENSLAND FIREBIRDS

OF QUEENSLAND WOULD LIKE TO THANK THEIR

Dl 2020 PARTNERS FOR THEIR

@& Bl O SUPPORT IN REGENT MONTHS

NISSAN AVJennings SUNCORP
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S HM THANK YOU T0 OUR PARTNERS

PRINCIPAL PARTNERS
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MAJOR
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